BURN SCAR

MICHAEL P. HILL

Even in full sun,

the bare, beleaguered aspens
here beside the river

appear as silhouettes,

the effect largely owing

to charred husks of bark
slung like tattered overcoats
over their skeletal frames.

And beyond them, more still,
extending up the ridge,

a dreary, defeated regiment
on the long march home,

the odd slash of white

like that of bandaged wounds,
some so deeply felt

they may never heal entirely.
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